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Language and Literacy 



Language Development 
 

 

 When students have deficits in language skills, their ability to 
read and comprehend is compromised. Teachers’ observation 

of the relationship between thinking and speaking in the 
classroom happens on  a daily basis, and teachers can begin to 

make a difference by simply, thoughtfully, and intentionally 
expanding their own language usage in the classroom. 

 

  
 

50 Nifty Speaking and Listening Activities: Promoting Oral Language and Comprehension  



Arizona Early Learning Standards Training Modules 8 

Developmental Stages 
Language Development Years Literacy Development 

1. Prelexic (cooing and babbling) 
0-1 years 
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1 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

3 
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5 
 

6 
 

7 
+ 

1. Prelogographic (before symbols) 
0-2 ½ years 

2. Lexic (whole oral words) 
1-1 ½ years 

3. Systematic Simplification (word 
combinations) 

1 ½- 2 ½ years 
2. Logographic/Prealphabetic (whole written 
word) 

2 ½- 4 years 

4. Assembly (syllable combinations) 
2 ½- 3 ½ years 

5. Metaphonological (aware of word structure) 
3-4 years 

3. Early Alphabetic (simple letter-sound 
correspondences) 

4-5 years 

4. Later Alphabetic (phonetic spelling) 
5-7 years 

5. Consolidated Alphabetic (fluent reader) 
7+ years 



Arizona State Literacy Plan  

“Literacy is an achievement that rests on all levels of 
linguistic processing, from the elemental sounds to 

the most overarching structures of text.”  
 

 

 

 

(Moats, L. 2000, p. 1) 

 



Word Recognition 



Phonological Awareness 

 Recent research has confirmed that children who 
have a greater degree of phonological awareness 

when they enter school are better equipped to learn 
to read. 

 

 

 

 

 

Starting Out Right: A Guide to Promoting Children’s Reading Success  



There is a Difference… 
Phonological Awareness 

 

• Is an auditory skill 

• Activities are auditory 

• Focuses on understanding how the 
sounds of spoken language can be 
segmented, combined, and 
manipulated 

• Begins before students have 
learned a set of letter-sound 
correspondences by using 
manipulatives 

Phonics 

 

• Involves print 

• Requires looking at print 

• Focuses on the representation 
/knowledge of print into speech 

• Helps students identify words in 
print by “sounding out” the 
phonemes, blending them 
together, and saying the word 

 
            

 

 

 

 Texas Center for Reading & Language Arts 



The Phonological Awareness Continuum 

• Listening 
• Rhyming 
• Alliteration 
• Sentence Segmenting 
• Syllable Blending and 

Segmenting 

 Onset-Rime Blending and 
Segmenting 

 Phoneme Blending, 
Segmenting and 
Manipulation 

Words in a Sentence 

Syllable 

Onset-Rime 

Phoneme 

 

 

 

 

Phonics 



Arizona State Literacy Plan 
Within the context of the Arizona State Literacy Plan, the term 
literacy is defined as the ability to effectively communicate in a 
wide variety of complex settings through: 

  

• the utilization of visual literacy 

• perceptive thinking and listening skills 

• articulate and fluent language and speaking skills 

• proficient and comprehensive reading skills 

• and convincing, powerful, and compelling writing skills 



Alphabet Knowledge and Word Recognition 

  Among the readiness skills that are traditionally 
evaluated, the one that appears to be the strongest 

predictor on its own is letter identification. 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preventing Reading Difficulties in Young Children 



The task we are asking…. 



The task we are asking…. 

b 
p q 

d 



  

ORTHOGRAPHIC  
PROCESSOR 

MEANING  
PROCESSOR 

CONTEXT 
PROCESSOR 

PHONOLOGICAL  
PROCESSOR 

• Activates phonological 

image of word 

“hearing the word in 

your head”  

• Activates all possible 

meanings of a word 

• Selects appropriate 

meaning based on context 

(Adams, 1990), (Seidenburg and McClelland, 1989) (Berninger & Richards, 2002; Eden & Moats, 2002; Shaywitz, 2003)  

• Receives visual 

information from print 

• Recognizes familiar 

patterns of letters 

• Processes every letter 



Skilled Reading:  
How the Brain Works 
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Connecting to the Standards 

ACCS-English 
Language Arts 

AZ English 
Language 

Proficiency 
Standards 

AZ Early 
Learning 

Standards 

• Language  
• Emergent Literacy 
• Emergent Writing 

• Listening and 
Speaking 

• Language 
• Reading 
• Writing 

• Reading 
• Writing 
• Speaking and Listening 
• Language 



Principles of Brain Design 

• ability to form new connections 

 

• capacity for automatization 

The design of the brain allows it to go 
beyond itself. 

Maryanne Wolf, 2007 
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